
 

1 

 

Joy to the World 

A Children’s Christmas Service 

for All Ages 

 
Permission is given to print all congregational responses, readings, and hymn and song texts in 

your worship bulletin. No other words or music may be copied or printed without the permission 

of the copyright holder. You may substitute hymns and songs as desired, but you are responsible 

for obtaining copyright permission from the copyright holders. 

 

 

Note to the user: The following copyright information is legally required to be included with any 

printed copies of this service. 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House 

3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968 

1-800-325-3040 ● www.cph.org 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 

form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without purchasing this 

product from Concordia Publishing House. Through this registered purchase, your congregation is allowed to adapt 

and duplicate the contents for your local, one-time, Christmas service use. 

Written by Lisa M. Clark 

Edited by Amy N. Luckemeyer 

Scripture quotations from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Hymn texts marked LSB are from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. 

Text for “My Soul Rejoices,” LSB 933, copyright © 1991 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

  



 

2 

 

Joy to the World 

A Children’s Christmas Service 

for All Ages 

Note to Director: See Leader Notes for additional helps for staging and preparing children for 

this service. 

The Processional Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 

Congregation: 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Refrain—All:  

Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Women: 

Shepherds in the field abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

Men: 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

Congregation: 

Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

All creation, join in praising 

God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To th’ eternal Three in One. Refrain  
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The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

Leader: The Lord is come! 

People: Joy to the world! 

Leader: The Savior reigns. 

People: Joy to the world! 

Leader: Let earth receive her King! 

People: Joy to the world! 

Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379:1, 3 

O come, all ye faithful,  

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him  

Born the king of angels: 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,  

Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels,  

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God  

In the highest: Refrain 

The Christmas Meditation 

The pastor may offer a brief meditation or use the Children’s Message for this service. 

Offering 
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The Message Presented by the Children 

SPEAKER 1: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. . . . And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High.” Luke 1:26–27, 30–32 

Hymn: My Soul Rejoices LSB 933:1 

Congregation or Solo: 

My soul rejoices, 

 My spirit voices— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

 For God my Savior 

 Has shown me favor— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

 With praise and blessing, 

 Join in confessing 

 God, who is solely 

 Mighty and holy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 His mercy surely 

 Shall rest securely 

 On all who fear Him, 

 Love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

(Children in grades K–1 assemble during the hymn stanza.) 

CHILDREN GRADES K–1:  

What a blessing! What a joy! (Hold hands up in surprise.) 

Christ was born a little boy. (Rock arms as if holding a baby.) 

Jesus came to us on earth (Place hands on heart.) 

Through a simple, humble birth. (Hold finger over lips in a “quiet” sign.) 

Children: The Lord is come! 

People: Joy to the world! 
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Hymn: Joy to the World LSB 387:1 

Children: 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

(Children sing the stanza; during a brief interlude, they return to their places.) 

SPEAKER 2: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

SPEAKER 3: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 

He is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” Luke 2:8–15 

CHILDREN GRADES 2–3:  

Shepherds view the starry night 

And behold a wondrous sight: 

Angels sing of Christ, the King; 

Listen to their voices ring!  

Children: The Lord is come! 

People: Joy to the world! 

 

 

 

Additional Songs found in the full service: 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark the Glad Sound 

Joy to the World, verses 3 & 4 


